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                     DALLASTOWN AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT
700 New School Lane
Dallastown, PA  17313-9242






April 12, 2011



Dear Parents and Guardians:

The newly implemented Keystone Exams are slated for administration to eighth grade students during the first three periods of May 3-4, 2011. Because your child is enrolled in an eighth grade class integrating algebraic concepts, your child will be assessed on the Algebra Keystone Exam. Although the results will not carry any penalties, participation in the exams will assist the state’s Department of Education in setting the proficiency scores. 

On the back of this letter you will find additional information about the Keystone Exams. For detailed information about how the Keystone Exams are being integrated into the Pennsylvania graduation requirements, please refer to the Dallastown Area School District website homepage at www.dallastown.net . Click on “Keystone Exams.” 

Thank you for your support of this important endeavor.

Respectfully,



Joshua A. Doll, Ed.D.
Middle School Principal















PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF STATE ASSESSMENT CHANGE: KEYSTONE EXAMS



The Pennsylvania System of State Assessment – often referred to as the “PSSA tests” – currently consists of a series of assessments in grades 3-8 and grade 11 that tests students’ knowledge in the areas of reading, writing, mathematics, and science. Results from these tests are provided to parents and students and are used to calculate school district and individual school building Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) under the provisions of the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). Based on recent changes adopted for Pennsylvania public schools, the PSSA will now include end of course tests for certain high school level subjects 

On January 8, 2010, following approvals by the state’s Independent Regulatory Review Commission and the Attorney General, the State Board of Education published changes to state educational policy that set stronger, more consistent high school graduation requirements for students who phase in with the class of 2015. For the class of 2014-15, students will demonstrate proficiency in English Composition, Literature, Algebra I, and Biology, with a Keystone final exam counting for one-third of the final course grade. Once fully implemented, the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) plans to eliminate the 11th grade PSSA test battery under the provisions of NCLB.

For the school year 2010-11, PDE plans to implement Keystone Exams in these areas: Algebra I, Literature, and Biology. Other Keystone Exams are slated to be implemented:

				English Composition
				Algebra II
				Geometry
				United States History
				Chemistry
				Civics and Government
				World History

For the class of 2017, graduation requirements under this option will be expanded to include:
• passing 2 English courses (Composition and Literature);
• passing 2 math courses (Algebra I, Algebra II, or Geometry);
• passing 1 science course (Biology or Chemistry); and
• passing 1 social studies course (options include Civics, American History or World History).

Like existing final exams, Keystone Exams will be short (approximately 2 to 2 ½ hours), subject-specific assessments that students take at the end of a course. Unlike existing final exams, students will be able to retake the assessments in whole or in part several times during the school year, but the scheduling of the retakes has not been specified. 

According to the state regulations, any student who does not score proficient on a Keystone Exam after two attempts will be eligible to complete a project-based assessment, provided the student has taken the course and met local attendance and supplemental instruction requirements.

As a result of this change to the state policy and PSSA regulations, Dallastown Area School District is in the process of implementing the new requirements and working toward providing all students the opportunity to be successful in completing the Keystone Exam requirements set forth by the State Board of Education. We expect that changes will occur as this assessment program unfolds. We will do our best to communicate revisions and changes to you in a timely manner.
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